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Welcome to our RE Newsletter for
Lent 1

Collective Worship
This half term our focus in worship has been on perseverance. ʻI can do all things through Him
who strengthens me.̓  Philippians 4:13
Our worships have focused on running the race of life, keeping going against all odds, doing
the right thing, meeting a personal challenge and encouraging others to keep going.

We also celebrated Epiphany during collective worship thinking about when the Wise Men
arrived to see Jesus and their determination and perseverance to follow a star for many miles.

Next term our worship theme will be Justice ʻLearn to do right. Seek justiceʼ Isaiah 1:17
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Candlemas
We celebrated Candlemas with worship in the Church and on zoom.  The Childrenʼs Faith
Group led a beautiful service reflecting on the gi�s of the Christingle and thinking about
Jesus being the light of the world and how we can shine our lights in the world. The school
community all made Christingles to use as part of our worship.

ʻI am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the
light of life.̓  John 8:12

Children’s Mental Health Week
The 7th-13th February has been Childrenʼs Mental Health Week. This yearʼs theme has been
growing together and we have explored this idea in our classrooms this week. We started with
a Worship that focussed on the importance of stumbling and moving forward in the learning
process. We also thought about the power of the word ʻyet .̓ We have had lots of conversations
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about growing together and mental health in our classrooms. Maybe you would like to
continue similar conversations at home.

Below is some of our work from this week:

Safer Internet Day
On Tuesday 8th February, we celebrated Safer Internet Day. Not only did some of our children
host a video produced by LGfL for assemblies across the country, but our wonderful School
Council made a video sharing how they show our Christian Values online. Both videos went
down a treat on Twitter and Southwark Diocese gave our pupils a shout-out for their Online
Safety teaching. Well done to all our Digital Heroes!
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Chinese New Year
Thank you to Miss Coburn for organising a wonderful Chinese New Year dance workshop. The children
were able to experience some cultural dance moves to Chinese music. They enjoyed spinning and
dancing with parasols. They had great fun working together to move as the Chinese dragon.

Nursery
This half term Nursery learned the Creation story as part of our exploration on outer space
and our world. We enjoyed being able to tell the story using our new felt boards, and drew
what happened on the different days as well. We have loved learning about our fantastic and
special planet and are so amazed at the wonders God has created! Some of our favourite
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things on our planet that God created includes: owls, snakes, all the different monkeys,
volcanoes, and minibeasts.

Reception
In Reception they have been finding out ʻWhy do Christians believe Jesus is special? .̓  They
learnt about  different Bible stories including The Lost Sheep, Jesus at the Temple, Jesus
feeds 5000 and Jesus heals a paralysed man to help find out why Jesus is special.  They have
been retelling and acting these stories. When learning about Jesus feeding the 5000 people
they thought of all the food they were thankful for. They made some tasty bread which they
enjoyed eating.
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Year 1
In Year One we have been learning about Judaism, in particular, answering the question,̓  What is it like
to live as a Jew?ʼ We handled and talked about Jewish artefacts. We learnt about the Torah and
thought about how symbols can be used to represent important values such as love, faith and
thankfulness. We applied our knowledge to the task of designing and making our own versions of the
Torah cover. Finally, we explored family traditions including the Jewish Shabbat meal. We organised
our own Shabbat gathering in our classroom. We enjoyed sharing food together and tasting Challah
bread.
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Year 2
Year 2 have had an excellent half term learning all about the festivals celebrated in Judaism.
Our topic, titled 'Why are they having a Jewish party?' has allowed the children to explore
religious festivals including thinking about what happens during the festivals and their
importance to Jewish people. We have used junk modelling to build Sukkahs which are used
to celebrate Sukkot, we have learnt the stories behind Sukkot and Hanukkah as well as writing
party invitations and tasting apple and honey which is commonly eaten at the festival of Rosh
Hashanah! The children have linked these festivals to Christianity and found that Sukkot is
very much like the Harvest Festival we celebrate at school every year.

Year 3
Year 3 have been learning about Sikhism and what it means to be a Sikh. We have learned about the
Sikh Amrit Ceremony where Sikhs show their commitment to their religion and become members of
the Khalsa. We also learnt about the 5 Kʼs, which are important items and symbols of the Sikh religion.
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We made clay models to symbolise what is important to us and what we believe in. You can see some
of our creations below:

Year 4
Year 4 have been learning about Judaism and what it means to be a Jew. We have learned
about Jewish festivals and how they are celebrated today as well as learning about Jewish
traditions, in everyday life. Here is a picture of our Mezuzahs and an example of our
storyboard about Moses and his leading of the Israelites out of Egypt.

Year 5
This half term in RE, Year 5 have been learning all about: The Journey of Life and Death.
During this topic, we have been learning about what different religions believe about death
and the a�erlife.
We started by learning about Christianity and their beliefs about heaven. We then created our
own images, poems or "wordles" of what we think heaven looks like.
Here are some examples:
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Year 6
Year 6 have spent Lent 1 studying Buddhism.
We began by recalling anything we could remember from previous years and multi-faith
week, and anything we weren't sure about or we thought might be right were noted to make
sure we could revisit these at the end - or research later.
Starting by looking at the Buddhist symbols was a great way to make links to our own
religious symbols and think about links between religions. We then started to look at each
symbol in more detail, such as the wheel of life being a symbol of the eightfold path.
Our lesson on the eightfold path taught us the values that Buddhists have to help them lead a
good life. We thought about how our school values support  us to do the same. As each lesson
progressed we built a picture of what it was like to be a Buddhist, and at every point we were
able to compare it to our own religion. So for one of our final lessons we compared Buddhism
and Christians using a Venn diagram (Mrs R loves to get maths into all the lessons!).
Next term we will be looking at pilgrimages for a short unit - so if you have any family
members who have been a pilgrim please bring in photos or artefacts for the first week back.
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Upcoming Celebrations and  Events
Shrove Tuesday

Ash Wednesday

Lent

Jewish festival - Purim

Hindu festival - Holi

Womenʼs world day of prayer

Easter Worship
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